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In a prosecution under the Hobbs Act, it is not necessary to show that interference with commerce actually occurred; a threatened 


effect on interstate commerce is sufficient to bring the statute into play. | The fact that the victim's fear leads him or her to the 
police before the conduct of his or her business can be affected in a way demonstratively interfering with interstate commerce 


does not remove the case from the purview of the Hobbs Act,” for extortion affects interstate commerce even though its effect 
is merely potential.” A conviction under the Hobbs Act is justified where there is a finding that interstate commerce was saved 
from blockage by the victim's compliance with the defendant's coercive and illegal money demands.* Because the Hobbs Act 
criminalizes attempts as well as completed crimes,” the government need not prove that interstate commerce was affected to 
establish jurisdiction, only that there exists a realistic probability of an effect on commerce.° Interstate commerce need not be 


affected by the extortion itself but may be affected by the result of the extortion. ’ 
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